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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
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Description of the setting 

N16 Playgroup is run by an individual. It opened in 2003 and operates from a large 

hall in a modified building. It is situated in a mixed use area in Stoke Newington in 
the London borough of Hackney. A maximum of 20 children may attend the 
playgroup at any one time. The setting is open each weekday from 09.00 to 13.00 

for 48 weeks of the year and is registered on the Early Years Register. All children 
share access to a secure enclosed outdoor play area. There are currently 33 
children in the early years age group on roll, 12 of whom receive funding for early 
education. The playgroup mainly provides for children in the local area. The setting 

currently supports children with learning difficulties and also children who speak 
English as an additional language. The nursery employs six members of staff. Of 
these, five hold appropriate early years qualifications and one is working towards a 

qualification.  
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 

The setting provides an enjoyable and interesting environment for children who 
make good progress and who apply themselves with enthusiasm to opportunities to 

play and explore. There are effective links with parents and carers which underpin 
the good understanding that the setting has of each child as an individual. Parents 
are well informed of progress made by their children.  All children have access to 

suitable learning opportunities which promote their individual development, take 
account of their interests and pay attention to their choices and preferred learning 
styles. Staff support children very effectively and skilfully in order to enhance 

learning, develop children's understanding and promote a good social environment 
where children have a clear understanding of what is expected of them. The 
overarching requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) are very well 

met as children's learning and welfare needs are consistently met. Children's 
progress is carefully monitored from their known starting points to ensure that 
expected outcomes are reached. The setting ensures that any specific needs are 
identified as early as possible; for example, when children use English as an 

additional language. The setting uses effective self-assessment in order to gain an 
accurate understanding of areas requiring development which has brought about 
improvements in children's learning and certain welfare requirements. The provider 

has clear ideas for further improvement. The provider ensures that the setting is 
inclusive and promotes diversity. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 
further?  

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 ensure that children have opportunities to develop their understanding and 
use of information and communication technology (ICT).   

 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
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The provider has ensured that all necessary procedures and policies are in place so 
that the setting is managed efficiently, safely and meets the needs of all children. 
Effective safeguarding policies ensure that children are well protected; for 

example, staff are carefully assessed for their suitability and qualifications. In 
addition the setting's staff are well deployed to enable children to move freely, play 
independently and use outdoor play areas imaginatively. Staff ensure that children 

play and explore in an environment that has been thoroughly risk assessed; for 
example, all play equipment is checked for ongoing suitability, floors are cleaned 
between activities and staff maintain good levels of supervision at all times. 

Children are encouraged to understand how to keep themselves safe as they play 
with a range of equipment and children's good health and well-being is promoted, 
for example, when they are ill or have accidents.  

 
The provider is committed to improving the setting's provision. All 
recommendations from the last inspection have been acted upon and the setting 

has evolved effective planning and assessment procedures to enable children to 
develop well. The setting has a good understanding of its strengths and uses data 
obtained from careful observations and shared experiences in order to plan for 
future improvements. The setting is developing its self-assessment in order to 

maximise its ability to maintain continuous improvements. All children in the 
playgroup are included very well in all activities and play opportunities and staff 
have a very good understanding of the children as individuals. This enables 

children from a variety of backgrounds and with a range of needs and interests to 
be engaged in purposeful and challenging activities. Staff skilfully encourage all 
children to use their time well as they respond effectively to choices made by the 

children.  
 
The staff work well with parents and carers and encourage them to spend time in 

the setting, contribute to learning opportunities and ensure that key members of 
staff regularly exchange important information with them. The setting provides 
good quality information to parents and informs them of their children's 

achievements and progress. The provider ensures that advisory support is used 
from the local authority in order that individual children can make necessary 
progress, for example, in the case of children with special needs.  
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 
Children are given good opportunities to play and explore in a well organised, child 
friendly and spacious setting. This ensures that they make progress in all areas of 
learning and development. Staff support children well, have a good understanding 

of individual children's needs and plan interesting activities for them. The setting 
has good procedures in place to ensure that they fully understand children's prior 
learning to enable them to plan the next steps to take; they use careful 

observations and ongoing assessments to evaluate these strategies. Children show 
very positive attitudes to their learning and to each other as they spend time in the 
setting and have access to numerous activities indoors and outdoors. The provider 

ensures that child-led activities are promoted for the majority of the time in the 
setting, which results in children being independent, imaginative and active in their 
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own learning. Staff support the children very well, for example, when children play 
with outdoor equipment, share books, work in group activities or decide to play 
alone. All staff show a good knowledge of the EYFS and arrange the learning 
environment well; for example, free flow is facilitated, movement to the outdoor 

area is made possible, resources are stored to promote independent access and 
staff talk to children about what they have discovered. Children make progress in all 
areas as they use mark making resources, learn about numbers and time, make 

play dough, discover about autumn and develop a range of physical skills. The 
setting ensures that all children make progress towards the early learning goals in 
relation to their starting points, including those who use English as an additional 

language. 
 
The welfare of children is promoted very well with the setting implementing its 

effective policies and procedures consistently. Children benefit from robust 
safeguarding arrangements, use suitable equipment and resources and play in a 
well managed and safe environment. All adults in the setting manage children's 

behaviour very well, which contributes to the positive atmosphere in the playgroup. 
Children have a growing understanding of how to keep themselves safe, for 
example, when using scooters outdoors, and clear ideas about healthy lifestyles and 
choices. They enjoy their time in the setting, achieving well as they spend time in a 

good social environment making choices, being independent and showing good 
levels of respect to other children and adults. The setting ensures that children are 
active learners with high levels of independence. They make good progress in their 

communication skills and their understanding of number and problem solving. 
However, children have only limited access to information and communication 
technology (ICT). 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  

 
Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

Good 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? Good 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement. 

Satisfactory 

 
Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage led and managed? 

Good 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

Satisfactory 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 

and others? 
Good 

How well are children safeguarded? Good 
 

Quality and standards  

 
How effectively are children in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 
Good 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage promoted? 

Good 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  Good 
How well are children helped to be healthy? Good 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? Good 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

Good 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 

contribute to their future economic well-being? 
Satisfactory 

 
Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 

This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 

 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 
Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of the 

Early Years Register; or 
 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  

 

We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 

the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 

provider. 

 

  Detail of the complaint/s  
 
There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection. 

 
The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 

those made to Ofsted. 
 


